BRITISH SUGAR BEET REVIEW

By Stephen Aldis

Acting Head of Field
Operations, BBRO
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Fig. 1. Mixed establishment 2019 =
variable size roots 2020 late harvest

: pri'inéry'r cult_lvatlons began todryout cropﬁll oﬁt however the split emergence
extremely quickly leading to dry, coarse will lead to harvest challenges and
seedbeds for the 2020 crop. compromlses on beet quality.

to assess our trials for
jiruses there have been many
both trials and commercial

Whilst different soil
types and drilling timings

have led to some good

establishment and
populations a lot of crops
were down on population
and showing variable
emergence through the
dry spring.

Fig. 2. Growth rate very different across
fields as shown by this late arrival
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BRITISH SUGAR BEET REVIEW

BBRO 868 =

6 rows x 20 meters 8 root = 1Vha

Fig. 3. Calculate your potential losses using the harvester
testing guide available at www.bbro.co.uk/publications

~ Crowning
i3 Mixed establishment presents many
problems when looking to reduce
harvester losses and the first process
~that can cause a challenge will be
~ topping. With huge variation in crop
2 establishment achieving consistent
whole beet topping will be difficult
and will require decisions to be made
- on how much green makes it through
on smaller beet and how much crown
is removed from the larger roots. The
decision will depend on the ratio of
large to small roots and every crop will
be different, with a high percentage of
small roots, the decision may lead to
some large roots being over crowned,
however, with the use a modern cleaner
loader it is possible to send the small
roots through with excess green which
will be removed later.

> Sm‘facé‘. or whole beet losses will

ebvmusly be affected by the variable

ToOt Size. and should be monitored

oL, especxaﬁy in hlgh clod orstone
conditions. Working with operators
‘and contractors to give feedbackon
crowning and loss of performance has, 5
~ added importance when working in
 these conditions, do not panic if you
_head out Wi.th your harvester testing
guld’e and see a high number of roots
in your surface loss area. M1xed
estabhshment will often lead to these-
roots being far smaller than,lkg so '.

it is advised to welgh you:t sarnple to 2
? ca}cu1ate your>yle1d lJoss raﬂier tiah=as
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Early season clamp
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© control
W damaged Fig. 6. Impact of beet
damage on sugar losses

during storage; 27 days
of storage, control =
undamaged beets, 100%
= amount of sugar at

the beginning of storage
(Source: Kenter et al.2006)
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