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Cover crops
Can they be alternative and cheaper sources of nitrogen?

Biomass and nitrogen content 
are key

Fig.1. Cover crop mix Fig.2. Vetch mix

Fig.3. Fresh weight biomass of varying cover crop mixes
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Species mixtures

Fig.4. Dry weight biomass

Vetch
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Cover crop species mix N content (%DM) Available nitrogen (kg N/ha)

3

2.4

2.8

Fig.5. Cover crop performance alone or in mixes.

Nitrogen content
Radish

Mustard



Fig.6. Typical values of nitrogen released from different cover crop species

Fig.7. 

following February ahead of sugar beet 

Cover crop essentials

Cover crop species Biomass range DM range N concentration 
range

Potentially
available N in spring*

Summary

25


